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Vespers for the Eve of Thanksgiving

Prelude
Let us weary not in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Galatians 6:9
Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, our own God, shall bless us. Psalm 67:6

The Invitatory and Psalter

all stand
Officiant O God, make speed to us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Hymn: O Gracious Light Hymnal #25

1. O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ,
in you the Father’s glory shone.
Immortal, holy blest is he,
and blest are you, his holy Son.

2. Now sunset comes, but light shines forth,
the lamps are lit to pierce the night.
Praise Father, Son, and Spirit:

God who dwells in the eternal light.

3. Worthy are you of endless praise,
O son of God, Life giving Lord;
wherefore you are through all the earth



and in the highest heaven adored.

Collect for the Day of Thanksgiving

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in
their season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray,
faithful stewards of your great bounty for the provision of our necessities, the
relief of those in need, and freedom for those in chains, to the glory of your
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 126

"'When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.

2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
‘The LORD has done great things for them.’

> The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.

* Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.

> May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.

® Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



Thanksgiving Proclamation (1863), Abraham Lincoln

Washington, D.C.
October 3, 1863

By the President of the United States of America.

A Proclamation.

The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of
fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly
enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others
have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to
penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of unequalled
magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite
and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order
has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony
has prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of military conflict; while that
theatre has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the

Union.



Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry
to the national defence, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle or the ship;
the axe has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of
iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than
heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that
has been made in the camp, the siege and the battle-field; and the country,
rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to

expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom.

No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these
great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while
dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. It
has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and
gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American

People.

I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and
also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set
apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving
and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I
recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for
such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence
for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all
those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the
lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently
implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the

5



nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes

to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the

United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this Third day of October, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of

the United States the Eighty-eighth.

By the President: Abraham Lincoln

William H. Seward,

Secretary of State

Hymn: Come, ye thankful people come Hymnal #290

1. Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest-home:

all is safely gathered in,

ere the winter storms begin;

God, our Maker, doth provide

for our wants to be supplied;

come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest-home.

2. All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or SOrrow grown:

first the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear;



grant, O harvest Lord, that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

3. For the Lord our God shall come,
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall in that day

all offenses purge away;

give his angels charge at last

in the fire the tares to cast,

but the fruitful ears to store

in the garner evermore.

4. Even so, Lord, quickly come,
to thy final harvest-home;

gather thou thy people in,

free from sorrow, free from sin;
there, for ever purified,

in thy presence to abide;

come, with all thine angels come,
raise the glorious harvest-home.

The Lesson from the Epistles: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

®The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. “Each of you must give as
you have made up your mind, not regretfully or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. ®* And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work. ® As it is written,

“He scatters abroad; he gives to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”

"“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. '' You will
be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
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thanksgiving to God through us, ' for the rendering of this ministry not only
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to
God. " Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience
to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your
partnership with them and with all others, "*while they long for you and pray
for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. > Thanks

be to God for his indescribable gift!

The Lesson from the Gospels: Luke 17:11-19

"'On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria
and Galilee. "> As he entered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached
him. Keeping their distance, * they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy
on us!” ' When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the
priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. ° Then one of them, when he
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. '® He
prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And he was a
Samaritan. " Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the
other nine? ®*Did none of them return to give glory to God except this
foreigner!” " Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has
made you well.”

Reader: Here end the lessons.

People: ~ Thanks be to God.

Hymn: Simple Gifts Hymn # 554

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free,
‘tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
and when we find ourselves in the place just right,
‘twill be in the valley of love and delight.



When true simplicity is gained

to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed,
to turn, turn, will be our delight

till by turning, turning we come round right.

Homily

Litany of Thanksgiving

Let us now give thanks to God for the many gifts so freely bestowed upon us.

For the majesty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea.
We thank you, Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of

Christ,
We thank you, Lord.
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,

We thank you, Lord.

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
We thank you, Lord.

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you, Lord.

For the brave and courageous, patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you, Lord.

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
We thank you, Lord.

For the communion of saints, in all times and places,



We thank you, Lord.

For peace in your church, and unity among your people,

We thank you, Lord.

For the mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord;

To whom be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for
ever. Amen.

A Collect for the Earth

Most gracious God, we thank you for the beauty of earth and its waters, for the
wealth of its mountains and plains, its rivers and deserts, its beaches and its
wetlands, for the songs of its birds, the grandeur of its trees, and the myriad
forms of life brought forth upon it;

And we pray that we may enjoy them graciously, learn from them humbly,
guard them faithfully, and ever be mindful of their fragility and promise, to the
honor and glory of your Name, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for a Bountiful Harvest

Most holy Lord, by whose might the depths are broken and the clouds drop
down the dew: We yield thee hearty thanks and praise for the return of seed
time and harvest, for the increase of the ground and the gathering in of its fruits,
and for all other blessings of thy merciful providence bestowed upon this nation
and people.

And, we beseech thee, give us a just sense of these great mercies, such as may
appear in our lives by a humble, holy, and obedient walking before thee all our
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost be
all glory and honor, world without end. Amen.
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And now, may the peace of God be with you always, even to the ending of the
age.

Closing Hymn: Praise to God, immortal praise Hymn # 288

1. Praise to God, immortal praise,
for the love that crowns our days;
bounteous source of every joy,
let thy praise our tongues employ:
all to thee, our God, we owe,
source whence all our blessings flow.

2. All the plenty summer pours;
autumn's rich o'erflowing stores;
flocks that whiten all the plain;
yellow sheaves of ripened grain:
Lord, for these our souls shall raise
grateful vows and solemn praise.

3. As thy prospering hand hath blessed,
may we give thee of our best;

and by deeds of kindly love

for thy mercies grateful prove;
singing thus through all our days
praise to God, immortal praise.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.

The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

Dismissal
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May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Postlude

*Qur services and events may be live-streamed and/or recorded. By entering the
service/event premises, you consent to photography, audio recording, video recording and
its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live streaming,
promotional purposes, advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by St.

Mark's Episcopal Church. *

If you would prefer not to be shown on camera, please sit out of range of the video

cameras.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fairland, MD
12621 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904
office@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 1002
The Rev. Dr. Christopher Wilkins, Rector
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rector@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 1001

Janis Smith, Parish Administrator

administrator@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 1003

Don Hague, Director of Music
Keira Vargas, Parish Secretary
Pamela Gibson, Senior Warden * Rosanne Tingley, Junior Warden
For information about St. Mark’s, please visit our website:

www.stmarksfairland.org * www.stmarks-silverspring.org

We hope that today’s service has been a blessing to you.
We are here to serve you, and hope to see you again.

Please feel free to call us, email us, or visit us online.

Source for Lincoln’s Proclamation text: https://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/thanks.htm

Cover Art: Thomas Nast, “The Union Altar,” Harper’s Weekly, December 5, 1863. Source

13


mailto:rector@stmarks-silverspring.org
mailto:administrator@stmarks-silverspring.org
http://www.stmarksfairland.org/
http://www.stmarks-silverspring.org/
https://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/thanks.htm
https://education.blogs.archives.gov/2020/11/22/lincolns-thanksgiving-proclamation/#jp-carousel-7942

