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Give Me a Drink 

3rd Sunday in Lent, Year A, 3/12/23 

 

“Please,” one wants to add; even Jesus can forget the little things. Yet they do mean 

a lot, these little things, and it costs nothing to be gracious and kind. What’s ancient 

Greek for “Please”, or the Aramaic, the language Jesus would’ve spoken? I have no 

idea, but most every language has some way to be nice in it, just as most languages 

has words with which to be mean by.  

We have, in speech as in all things, choices to make, and we would do well to choose 

wisely. One’s word is one’s bond, after all – so Jesus, if you’re good with it, we’ll 

change today’s sermon title to “Please give me a drink.”  

Any time folks. I mean, srsly. Preaching takes it out of you, not to mention Lent’s 

longest gospel reading and all that song and chant, so if anyone maybe could spare a 

wee drop or a dram… 

I even got thirsty writing that.  

But back to the gospel. Jesus isn’t asking for a drink from just any old well, tap, or 

bottle. This is Jacob’s well, the one Jacob gave, and presumably had his slaves dig for, 

his son Joseph some eighteen hundred years before Mary’s firstborn wandered by 

feeling parched. It’s historic ground – sacred ground. Asking a local for a drink from 

it is a bit like asking a Roman to give you a drink from the Trevi Fountain, or light 

a candle for you in front of La Madonna della Pietà. These waters are as holy as they 

are ancient, and have never not been pure. Every sip gives you a taste of the history 

of the people of Israel – of whom the Samarians are a key part, even if the people of 

Galilee and Judah in Jesus’s time didn’t always see it that way.  
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See, Samaria lay between Galilee, to the north, and Judah, to the south, where 

Jerusalem is. Today, most of it is in the West Bank, as is much of Galilee; using either 

term at present has political import, as does saying “Burma” or “Myanmar,” or 

whether Crimea and the Donbas have been “annexed” by Russia or are “being 

occupied” by it. In Jesus’s time, the people who lived in Samaria descended from 

those from the old kingdom of Israel who had somehow stayed on the land after the 

Assyrians invaded, and who did not welcome back the people of Judah when the 

Great King of Persia let them go home from exile. But that was centuries before Jesus 

came a-thirsting, though memory is long there as elsewhere. There, as elsewhere, 

people often teach their children the hatreds and prejudices their parents taught them, 

which is why the world stays the way it is, no matter how hard people like Jesus try 

to change that.  

For change it he would – and, in the little town of Sychar, change it he did. As we 

just heard, he changed that whole town’s life after blowing the woman’s mind who 

was from there and whom he’d just ordered a drink from. He did it to such a degree 

that she ran and told everybody, “This is the man we’ve been waiting for. This is the 

one,” and everybody listened. All their life they’d experienced ‘the Jews’ as people 

who looked down on them, often hated them, and who did not respect them or treat 

them as equals. Then along comes the savior both Samaritans and ‘the Jews’ had been 

waiting for, and he couldn’t wait to get both their kinds on board the train bound 

for glory. Our past, with its hatreds and divisions, now shall cease, and the new day 

dawns in which we are all one people – the people of God, united in our complexity 

not only by our common need for salvation and redemption, but by our common 

reception of them. 

Messiahs are like that – I mean, so I hear, and I’ve only ever heard of one, and that 

from books written about him and to show him in just that light. Other people have 
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been experienced as bringing similar kinds of freedom and redemption, though, and 

a chance at a new beginning. Many have been false; some have been true, though 

none quite as true as the Man from Galilee. The most important things to know are 

whether the change agent is telling the truth and has the power to make their 

goodness stick. It’s also important to understand whether they are bringing unity, 

peace, love, and joy, or division, resentments, hatred, and lies.  

Gandhi and Hitler each changed the world. Only the former changed it for the better. 

Only the latter did it by lies.1 

Gandhi on truth: 

• When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love 

has always won. There have been tyrants and murderers and for a time they 

seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall... think of it, always. 

• Whenever you have truth it must be given with love, or the message and the 

messenger will be rejected. 

• Truth is by nature self-evident. As soon as you remove the cobwebs of 

ignorance that surround it, it shines clear. 

• An error does not become truth by reason of multiplied propagation, nor does 

truth become error because nobody sees it. 

Jesus on truth: 

• I am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). 

• You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free (John 8:32). 

 
1 Quotes from Gandhi on truth are taken from: https://www.azquotes.com/author/5308-

Mahatma_Gandhi/tag/truth. Others may be found here: 

https://www.mkgandhi.org/truth/truthmk.htm#:~:text=Truth%20is%20within%20ourselves.,we%20must%20sp

eak%20the%20truth..  

https://www.azquotes.com/author/5308-Mahatma_Gandhi/tag/truth
https://www.azquotes.com/author/5308-Mahatma_Gandhi/tag/truth
https://www.mkgandhi.org/truth/truthmk.htm#:~:text=Truth%20is%20within%20ourselves.,we%20must%20speak%20the%20truth
https://www.mkgandhi.org/truth/truthmk.htm#:~:text=Truth%20is%20within%20ourselves.,we%20must%20speak%20the%20truth
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Not to mention the home truths Jesus told this woman in Samaria – her whole life 

story, or at least the highlights: five previous husbands, all gone now and God knows 

where – dead, dismissed, or just went out for cigarettes and never came back, we do 

not know. The fella who’s still hanging about may have good reason not to become 

#6. How Jesus knew it, we’re not told. That he knew it, and that he knew it for 

true, we are.  

 

What happened? Let us review. 

Jesus spoke the truth, and it set this woman free.  

Free from what? From waiting, from hiding, from not being fully known and 

accepted, and from being the kind of person ‘a Jew’ treated with contempt. 

She then spoke the truth – truths she had lived, and truths she had seen. The whole 

town listened and believed.  

Believed what? That this was the Messiah, the Son of God, the one they’d been 

waiting for. Why? Because he told the truth, and gave them a new metaphor for it: 

living water, the kind of thing that once you drink it, you’ll never be thirsty for again. 

The body needs water and more water, because it uses up a lot of what it takes in. 

But the person needs truth in a different way: permanently. Once we know a truth, 
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or the truth, we can only un-know it if we choose to, or if our brain no longer can 

remember it. But the truth remains the same whether or not anyone knows it (I think 

that’s another Gandhi quote, btw.). Once we have truth, or any truth, we have it for 

good. 

As Jesus said:  

• The hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship 

him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth” (John 4:23-4, emphasis mine). 

That is, God is Truth as well as Love. God wants to save us from hatred and from 

lies, and has done so by coming among us and showing us how to live without those 

things. That’s what Jesus did in Sychar, in Samaria, and everywhere else he went. 

That’s what we can do wherever we go, if we choose.  

Thus, we can say: we know we’re saved when we’re not governed by, consumed by, 

or drawn to hatred or to lies. 

Thus, we can also say: every time we seek the truth, and every time we tell the truth, 

we worship God. 

To put this another way: to tell the truth, avoid lies, and choose love over hate is to 

show our faith in action. Such things are what faith does when it’s for real – the faith 

by which Paul says we’re justified, and which gives us the strength to hope and the 

self-possession by which to endure whatever challenges faith. Faith, that is, is not 

believing in something really, really hard when there’s no evidence for it, because 

someone told you you should, or because you really want to. Those are merely efforts 

to make real something that isn’t, or to prove as true something that cannot be 

proved. It is a common and insidious form of idolatry. By contrast: true faith does 
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things, and is grounded in what is true – and in all that is true, both experientially 

and empirically. Faith grounded in truth becomes freedom, and sets those who have 

it free. 

Free from what? From terror and lies, from hatred and division, from anxiety and 

pain, from memories and shortcoming, and most importantly, from fear. Free for 

what? To live in safety and truth, is love and unity, calm and relieved, no longer 

threatened by the past or embarrassed by the present, and to trust that life is good and 

is meant to be. It is the kind of life the woman from Samaria had after Jesus had left, 

and that all the people of that town had because he’d walked among them. It is the 

kind of life he wants us to have, and churches exist to create spaces and experiences 

in which is it safe to have such a life. Give me a drink of that living water, please. Oh 

yes, please. Amen. 

 


