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Office: (301) 622-5860 * Fax: (240) 560-6613  

St. Mark’s Announcements 

1. “Scripture or Reason, I am Sure, Do Not Anywhere Say So:” 
Reading Scripture and Finding Freedom with John Locke. Sunday, 
9:05-10:05 am, Parish Hall & via Zoom. Please join us for this critical 
study of Locke’s use of scripture and reason in laying foundations for 
natural and human rights, democracy, and freedom. We are reading 
his 1st Treatise on Government; no prep reading required. Please see 
Rev. Wilkins for more information or to get a copy of Locke’s book. 

 
2. FOC Meeting: December 20, 2022, at 7:30pm in the Library. Please 

let the Parish Administrator know if you would like to attend this 
meeting via Zoom. 

 
3. Vestry Meeting: December 27, 2022, at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall. 

Please let the Parish Administrator know if you would like to attend 
this meeting via Zoom. 

 

4. Thrift Shop Temporarily Closed: Following two recent robberies, 
the Thrift Shop will remain closed temporarily while we develop a 
more comprehensive safety and security protocol for operating it. 
Volunteers to staff and help are still welcome, as are the thoughts of 
those with expertise in retail and building security. Please contact the 
church office if you wish to volunteer or can be of help.  

 
5. At-Home Covid-19 Self-Test kits are available, free of charge, in the 

church office.   
a. There are 2 kits in each box; we will provide one box per 

person.  
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b. Please contact Janis Smith, Parish Administrator, or Keira 
Vargas, Parish Secretary, if you would like a box of test kits. 
Contact number: 301-622-5860. 
 

6. Please consider hosting Coffee Hour: volunteers are needed to host 
coffee hour. The sign-up sheet is located on the wall beside the coffee 
pot. Instructions on what a host needs to do may be found on the 
clipboard. We give thanks for all those who have already volunteered 
this year! 
 
 

Please check your e-letters and the website for the most up-to-date information. 

 

 

Save the Date! 

Today! Sunday, December 18: Greening of the Church 
Following this service, in the church.  

Everyone is invited and encouraged to join in.  
Refreshments will be provided. 

 
Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve 

5:30 pm - Family Eucharist 
8:00 pm - Choral Prelude 

8:30 pm - Festival Eucharist 
 

Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day. No services. 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023: Services at 8:00 am and 10:30 am. 
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Sunday, January 8, 2023: Epiphany Sunday 

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:30 am - Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Mission  

❖ We will deepen our faith by adopting more liturgical options to 
reach out into the community. 

❖ We will extend our outreach by getting more people involved in 
and reaching more people through community involvement. 

❖ We will embrace evangelism by choosing to be a church that 
reaches out to our community and spread the good news of Christ. 

❖ We will increase our participation by being committed to our 
church through regular attendance, and giving of our resources of 

time, talent, and treasure. 

        

The flowers on the altar today are given by the rector for the glory 
of God and in memory of the victims of gun violence. 
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Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

The People enter, maintaining physical distance. 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn:                                                             Hymnal #436  

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;                                                         
behold the King of glory waits!                                                                       
The King of kings is drawing near;                                                                   
the Savior of the world is here.  

2. O blest the land, the city blest,                                                                       
where Christ the ruler is confessed!                                                                      
O happy hearts and happy homes                                                                      
to whom this King of triumph comes!  

3. Fling wide the portals of your heart;                                                               
make it a temple, set apart                                                                               
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from earthly use for heaven’s employ,                                                          
adorned with prayer and love and joy.  

4. Redeemer, come! I open wide                                                                              
my heart to thee: here, Lord, abide!                                                                  
Let me thy inner presence feel:                                                                        
thy grace and love in me reveal.  

5. So come, my Sovereign; enter in!                                                                    
Let new and nobler life begin;                                                                               
thy Holy Spirit guide us on,                                                                           
until the glorious crown be won. 

 

Opening Rites and the Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and always. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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Celebrant: Let us pray.  

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, 
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a 
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

Kyrie eleison:                                                                  Hymnal S#84 

Cantor:                     Kyrie eleison                                                   
Congregation:           Kyrie eleison (repeat)                                          
Cantor:                     Christe eleison                                        
Congregation:           Christe eleison (repeat)                               
Cantor:                     Kyrie eleison                                              
Congregation:           Kyrie eleison (one time)                              
Cantor:                     Kyrie eleison 
 

The Old Testament Lesson    Isaiah 7:10-16 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of 
the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But 
Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
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test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat 
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day                Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19          

The reader and people read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.  
1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
    you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
2     before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, 
    and come to save us! 
3 Restore us, O God; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
4 O LORD God of hosts, 
    how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears 
    and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
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6 You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 
    our enemies laugh among themselves. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 

The New Testament Lesson    Romans 1:1-7 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets 
in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be 
Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we 
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

LEM:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn:                                                                Hymnal #54 

1. Savior of the nations, come; 
Virgin's Son, make here your home. 
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Marvel now, both heaven and earth, 
that the Lord chose such a birth. 

2. Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous                                                            
child of the Virgin undefiled!                                                                          
Mighty God and Mary’s son,                                                                       
eager now his race to run! 

3. Thus on earth the Word appears,                                                  
gracing his created spheres;                                                                 
hence to death and hell descends,                                                               
then the heavenly throne ascends. 

4. Come, O Father’s saving Son,                                                                     
who o’er sin the victory won.                                                               
Boundless shall your kingdom be;                                                           
grant that we its glories see. 

The Gospel           Matthew 1:18-25   

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

Celebrant:       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:            Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had 
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resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: 

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth 
to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

Celebrant:      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon: Immanuel                                                               
A prepared text of the sermon is available on the church website.  
The Creed 
 
Led by the LEM, the People say 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 The maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
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   true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
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The LEM or Reader says 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world. 

We pray for all God's people; for our bishops, our clergy, and this 
gathering, and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

We pray for peace; for goodwill among nations, for justice, and for 
the well-being of all. 

Silence 

We pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and 
those in prison. We pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

We pray for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. 
Pray that they may seek, and pray that they might find. 

Silence 

We pray for the departed [especially N.N.]. Pray for those who have 
died. 

Silence 

We pray for those on our prayer list, and for those whose needs are 
known to you alone. 
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Silence 

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

The Confession of Sin 

The LEM or Minister appointed says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is kept. The People stand or kneel. 

The LEM or Minister leads the People in saying 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 



15 
 

The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

An LEM or other Minister using the preceding form shall substitute "us" for "you" 
and "our" for "your." 

The Peace 

The People stand. 

Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

People: And also with you.  

The Ministers and People greet one another.1  

Offertory Anthem:                                                                                    
Maria Walks Amid the Thorns                  German Carol/ H. Distler                  

The Deacon or Priest prepares the altar and sanctuary for the Eucharist. 

The People make ready their gifts of bread and wine. 

 
1 Note: under disease-mitigation protocols, the People greet one another in silence and 
at physical distance, and there is no passing of plates or reception of gifts. 
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The Holy Eucharist: The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, holy Lord, creator of heaven and earth, because you sent 
your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in hope of everlasting life; that when he shall come again to judge 
the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing.  

Therefore we praise you, joining with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the host of heaven, who forever sing this hymn, to the glory of your 
Name, 

Sanctus:                                                                         Hymnal S#124 
The People, led by the LEM, say or sing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
your Word made flesh: Jesus, your Son. For in the fullness of time you 
sent him among us to live and die as one of us, the Savior and the 
Redeemer of the world. In him you deliver us from evil, and make us 
worthy to stand before you. In him, you bring us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, and out of death into life. 

On the night before he was betrayed unto death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread. Giving thanks to you, he broke it, and shared it with them, 
saying: 

“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this in memory 
of me.” ‡ 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and shared it 
with them, saying: 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this in memory of me.” ‡ 

Therefore, according to his command, O Lord, 

The People, led by the LEM, say 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
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We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all, presenting to you from your creation this bread and this wine, fruit 
of the vine and the work of human hands. Send your Holy Spirit upon 
them that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 
Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit 
to live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with [N.] and all your saints, we may enter into the everlasting 
heritage of all your children, through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, now and forever. AMEN. ‡‡ 

Now, as Christ taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

The People, led by the LEM, say 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
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against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, and then keeps a period of silence.  

The Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God   Agnus Dei         Hymnal S#161  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

The People come forward to receive the elements, maintaining social distance.  

 

Communion Hymn:                                                      Hymnal #248 
We will sing to the tune Julion, Hymn #268 

 
1. To the Name of our salvation 
laud and honor let us pay, 
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which for many a generation 
hid in God's foreknowledge lay; 
but with holy exultation 
we may sing aloud today. 

2. Jesus is the Name we treasure; 
Name beyond what words can tell; 
Name of gladness, Name of pleasure, 
ear and heart delighting well; 
Name of sweetness, passing measure, 
saving us from sin and hell. 

3. 'Tis the Name that whoso preacheth 
speaks like music to the ear; 
who in prayer this Name beseecheth 
sweetest comfort findeth near; 
who its perfect wisdom reacheth, 
heavenly joy possesseth here. 

4. Therefore we, in love adoring, 
this most blessed Name revere, 
holy Jesus, thee imploring 
so to write it in us here 
that hereafter, heavenward soaring, 
we may sing with angels there. 

After the Communion Hymn (all sing)        Hymnal #56 vss. 7 and 8 
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Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind. 
bid thou our sad divisions cease 
and be thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

After the Hymns, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray.  The Celebrant or LEM leads the People in the following prayer: 

Eternal God, holy Lord, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Now send us forth in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Announcements and Celebrations 

Announcements, and celebrations of birthdays, anniversaries, and the like, if any, 
are offered here. 

Blessing and Dismissal 
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The Celebrant says 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you.  
The Lord be with you, this day and always, and give you peace.  

 

 

Recessional Hymn:                                                           Hymnal #72 

1. Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long; 
let every heart prepare a throne, 
and every voice a song. 

2. He comes, the prisoners to release 
in Satan's bondage held; 
the gates of brass before him burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 

3. He comes, the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure; 
and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
thy welcome shall proclaim; 
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and heaven's eternal arches ring 
with thy beloved Name. 

 
The Celebrant, the LEM, and the People depart, maintaining physical distance. 

The LEM says 

 Let us go forth, in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

Postlude 

Please remain in the church for the Greening of the Church and for some time for 
Fellowship.  

2023 Pledge Status 

If you need a pledge card and volunteer card, they can be found at each 

entrance of the church and in the Parish office. Please make your pledge as 

soon as possible, to be able to provide you with the most accurate 2023 

budget.    
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*Our services and events may be live-streamed and/or recorded. By entering 
the service/event premises, you consent to photography, audio recording, 

video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or 
reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional purposes, 

advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church. * 

 

If you would prefer not to be shown on camera, please sit on the pulpit side 
of the nave, behind the videographers. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fairland, MD 

12621 Old Columbia Pike 

Silver Spring, MD  20904 
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office@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 180 

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Wilkins, Rector 

rector@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 105 

Janis Smith, Parish Administrator 

administrator@stmarks-silverspring.org  * 301-622-5860 ext. 104 

Don Hague, Director of Music 

Keira Vargas, Parish Secretary 

Lee Mericle, Senior Warden 

Rosanne Tingley, Junior Warden 

 

For information about St. Mark’s, please visit our website:  

www.stmarksfairland.org 

www.stmarks-silverspring.org  

 

We hope that today’s service has been a blessing to you.  
We are here to serve you, and hope to see you again. 
Please feel free to call us, email us, or visit us online. 

 

Photo Art Cover: Anonymous. Joseph's Dream, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=56233 [retrieved December 8, 2022]. Original source: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/paullew/23745541071. 

mailto:office@stmarks-silverspring.org
mailto:rector@stmarks-silverspring.org
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http://www.stmarksfairland.org/
http://www.stmarks-silverspring.org/
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56233
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56233
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                         The Greening of the Church                      

  Sunday, December 18, 2022          11:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Once again, the Altar Guild cordially invites you to join us to prepare the church for Christmas! 
Light refreshments will be provided. 

We will: 

• Hang the evergreen roping above the narthex doors and the choir balcony 
• Hang the large wreath on the choir balcony 
• Place the Christmas Flowers around the church, including in the windows and elsewhere 

We have a lot to do, but with the help from many hands we can get it done in a short amount of 
time. When we’ve been able to do this in the past it’s been a fun experience for everyone, and we 
intend this year to be the same. 

So please join us, and thanks! 

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE ALSO NEEDED 

Contributions towards greens, windows arrangements and poinsettias are also needed. To help, 
please complete the form below and place it, with your check attached (payable to St. Mark’s Church) 
in the collection plate, or mail it to St. Mark’s, 12621 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD, 20904. 
It must be received in the office by Monday, December 19, 2022 (with or without a monetary gift) 
to be included in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

❖ I am sponsoring the greening for $_______________________ 
❖ I am donating $______________ for_____________ poinsettias @ $30 each 

M gift is in: 

❖ Thanksgiving for __________________________________________________________ 
❖ In Memory of ____________________________________________________________ 

Given by ____________________________________ Phone ______________________________ 
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Total enclosed $____________________________ THANK YOU!!! 


