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Arrange signs of life, hope, growth, or 
renewal from your home or garden, such 
as flowers in bloom, houseplants, a small 
tree, or a basket of fruit, thereby 
connecting Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem 
with the triumph of Christ’s resurrection.



Alleluia! Christ is Risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. 
Alleluia!  (Repeat)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thought of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Name, through 

the same risen Christ our Lord.  Amen.



Hymn: Welcome, Happy Morning! 
Venantius  Hymnal 1982 #179, v.1-3

1 “Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say:
hell today is vanquished; heav'n is won today.
Lo! the Dead is living, God forevermore!
Him, their true Creator, all his works adore.
Refrain: “Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall 
say.

2 Earth her joy confesses, clothing her for spring.
All fresh gifts returned with her returning King:
bloom in every meadow, leaves on every bough,
speak his sorrow ended, hail his triumph now. 
Refrain: “Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall 
say.

3 Months in due succession, days of lengthening light,
hours and passing moments praise thee in their flight.
Brightness of the morning, sky and fields and sea,
Vanquisher of darkness, bring their praise to thee. 
Refrain: “Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall 
say.



 A Collect for the 
Resurrection 

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten 

Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious 

resurrection delivered us from the power of the our 

enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may 

evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever, world without end.   Amen. 



The First Lesson: The Joyful Return of the 
Exiles
 Jeremiah 31:1-6  

               
31:1 At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all 
the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 2 Thus 
says the Lord: The people who survived the sword found 
grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, 3 The 
Lord appeared to him from far away. I have loved you 
with an everlasting love; therefore, I have continued my 
faithfulness to you. 4 Again I will build you, and you shall 
be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your 
tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the 
merrymakers. 5 Again you shall plant vineyards on the 
mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall 
enjoy the fruit. 6 For there shall be a day when sentinels 
will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go 
up to Zion, to the Lord our God.”

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God.



           
Hymn: Hail Thee, Festival Day!  
Venantius Hymnal 1982, #175, v.1-4

Refrain: Hail thee, festival day! Day that art hallowed 
forever;
day where on Christ arose, breaking the kingdom of 
death. (repeat first time only)

1. Lo the fair beauty of the earth, from the death of the 
winter arising!
Every good gift of the year now with its Master returns: 
Refrain.

2. He who was nailed to the cross is Lord and the ruler of 
nature;
all things created on earth sing to the glory of God: 
Refrain.

3. Daily the lovelieness grows, adorned with the glory of 
blossom;
heaven her gates unbars, flinging her increase of light: 
Refrain.

4. Rise from the grave now, O Lord, who art author of life 
and creation.
Treading the pathway of death, life thou bestowest on all: 
Refrain.



The Gospel:  Resurrection of 
Jesus
Matthew 28:1-10   
28:1 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.”

Reader:      The Word of the Lord.
People:        Thanks be to God.



Hymn: “Now the green blade 
riseth”  
 Crum   Hymnal 1982, #204

1. Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:

Refrain: Love is come again like wheat that springeth 
green.

2. In the grave they laid Him, Love whom hate had 
slain,
Thinking that never he would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Refrain: Love is come again like wheat that springeth 
green.

3. Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain;
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Refrain: Love is come again like wheat that springeth 
green.

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Heaven’s touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Refrain:  Love is come again like wheat that springeth 
green.



Sermon: Give Thanks, for Love is Come 
Again

Rev. Dr. Christopher I. Wilkins



     

A Statement of Faith, A Song of 
God’s Love 
1 John 4:7-11

Beloved, let us love one another, *  
 for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
 for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
 that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved 
us *
 and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.
Beloved, since God loved us so much, *
 we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *
 and God’s love will be perfected in us.



A Collect for the Paschal 
MysteryAlmighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal 

mystery set forth the covenant of reconciliation: Grant 
that we who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s 
Body may show forth in our lives what we profess by our 
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, known to us in the 
breaking of bread. Amen.

The Holy Eucharist

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People. And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.



 

The Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Throngs of angels stand before you to serve you. beholding the glory of your presence, and 
offering you unceasing praise.  Joining with them, and with every creature under heaven, we 
glorify your Name, and sing (say),

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.



The Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us 
in your own image, giving the world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, we might rule and serve all 
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. 
In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us 
to return to you, and taught us to hope for salvation.

You loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the 
good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself 
over to death. Rising from the grave, he destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
Then, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy 
Spirit, his first gift, to complete his work in the world, and to complete the sanctification of all.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated.



When the hour had come for him to be glorified, who loved his own unto the end; at supper with them he 
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling his death and his descent among the 
dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and 
offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these 
gifts, sanctifying them as the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. Remember, Lord, your one holy Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, 
guard its faith, guide it in times of separation, and preserve it in peace.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Celebrant then reserves the sacrament to be shared at the end of quarantine.



A Prayer after St. Alphonsus

O Jesus, you are present to us in the blessed sacrament. 

We love you above all things, and desire to receive you 

into our souls. Since we cannot at this time share your 

sacrament, let your spirit dwell within our hearts. Let us 

welcome you as one already with us, making us one body 

and one spirit, never to be parted from you. Amen.



Hymn: Welcome, Happy Morning   
Venantius  Hymnal 1982 #179, v.4-6

4 Maker and Redeemer, Life and heath of all,
thou from heaven beholding human nature’s fall,
of the Father’s Godhead true and only Son,
mankind to deliver manhood didst put on.

Refrain: “Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.

5 Thou, of life the author, death didst undergo,
tread the path of darkness, saving strength to show;
come then, true and faithful, now fulfill thy word,
‘tis thine own third morning! Rise, O buried Lord. Refrain.

6 Loose the souls long prisoned, bound with Satan’s chain;
all that now is fallen rise to life again;
show thy face in brightness, bid the nations see;
bring again our daylight: day returns with thee! Refrain



Blessing

As you continue in the way of the Risen Christ, may God's love make 
you whole; may Christ’s light illumine your path; and may the grace 
of the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you, this day and 
evermore.

 

Hymn: Spirit of the Living God    

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.



A Prayer in Times of Sickness and Contagion

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health, source of all wisdom and 
peace: Comfort and relieve your servants who suffer from sickness or 
fear, give your power of healing to those who minister to their needs, 
and let your grace be with all those who work to protect us from 
contagion and disease. May we be strengthened against any weakness, 
sickness, fear, and doubt, and place our confidence in your loving care 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



About Episcopal Worship and this Easter Service

Worship on Easter Sunday, the Feast of the Resurrection, completes the liturgy begun in the The 
Great Vigil of Easter, celebrated the night before. With songs of praise, shouts of Alleluia!, we 
lead ourselves into the bewilderment and the joy that Mary felt when she reached the empty 
tomb and saw again her risen Lord, her rabbi, her friend. We see set forth God’s power to save 
us from the power of sin and death, and to unite us again as one body, one spirit, in Christ. We 
then celebrate the memorial of our redemption in a festal eucharist drawn from the ancient 
century Liturgy of St. Basil.

Easter worship is designed to have the congregation gather for prayer, lessons, the Eucharist, 
and song. In times of contagion and quarantine, however, the community may not gather in 
person. We have, therefore, adapted this service to the conditions of the time, celebrating the 
Eucharist and its sacrament, but reserving the consecrated bread and wine to share when our 
time of separation comes to a close.

This booklet is designed for you to use on your own, in addition to its use a guide to worship 
online.



Resources
The readings, prayers, and liturgies are taken or adapted from those in The Book of 
Common Prayer, The Book of Occasional Services, Enriching Our Worship 1, and the 
hymnals. You will find links to these resources below. 

Book of Common Prayer, www.bcponline.org 

The Revised Common Lectionary and Daily Office, https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ 

This source shows the readings assigned for use in Sunday worship and for daily office use 
for each day of the year, with links to online biblical texts.

Hymnal 1982: https://hymnary.org/hymnal/EH1982 
Hymnal 1940: https://hymnary.org/hymnal/HPEC1940 
Enriching Our Worship 1, 
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-1/enrichingourwor
ship1.pdf 

Enriching Our Worship 2,

https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-2/enrichingourwor
ship2.pdf 

http://www.bcponline.org/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
https://hymnary.org/hymnal/EH1982
https://hymnary.org/hymnal/HPEC1940
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-1/enrichingourworship1.pdf
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-1/enrichingourworship1.pdf
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-2/enrichingourworship2.pdf
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-2/enrichingourworship2.pdf

