
A Litany and Eucharist of Thanksgiving

Let us weary not in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Galatians 6:9

Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, our own God, shall bless us. Psalm 67:6

Thanksgiving Proclamation (1789), George Washington

By the President of the United States of America. a Proclamation.

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will,

to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor—and whereas both Houses

of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United States

a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many

signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of

government for their safety and happiness.”

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by

the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of

all the good that was, that is, or that will be—That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere

and humble thanks—for his kind care and protection of the People of this Country previous to their

becoming a Nation—for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his

Providence which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war—for the great degree of

tranquillity, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed—for the peaceable and rational manner, in

which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and

particularly the national One now lately instituted—for the civil and religious liberty with which we are

blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the

great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.

and also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great

Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions—to enable us

all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and

punctually—to render our national government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a

Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed—to

protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to

bless them with good government, peace, and concord—To promote the knowledge and practice of true

religion and virtue, and the encrease of science among them and us—and generally to grant unto all

Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand at the City of New-York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.
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Go: Washington

Opening Hymn: Come, ye thankful people, come Hymnal 1982 #290

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have Mercy Upon Us.

Collect for the Day of Thanksgiving

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in
their season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray,
faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the
relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy
8:7-18

7 For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of
fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills;
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8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and �g trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil
olive, and honey;

9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any
thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig
brass.

10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for the
good land which he hath given thee.

11 Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments,
and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:

12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt
therein;

13 And when thy herds and thy �ocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is
multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied;

14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought
thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;

15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were �ery
serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee
forth water out of the rock of �int;

16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he
might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me
this wealth.

18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to
get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it
is this day.
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The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hymn: We plow the �elds and scatter Hymnal 1982 #291

The New Testament Lesson: 2 Corinthians
9:6-15

6 But this I say, Ye which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and ye which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 7 As ye purposeth in thy hearts, so
may ye give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having
su�ciency in all things, may abound to every good work: 9 (As it is written, He hath
dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.
10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and
multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the
want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;

13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed
subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them,
and unto all; 14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding
grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be unto God for this indescribable gift.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hymn: Praise to God, immortal praise Hymnal 1982 #288

The Gospel Luke 17:11-19
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11 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of
Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten
men that were lepers, which stood afar o�: 13 And they lifted up their voices, and said,
Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go
shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were
cleansed.

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud
voice glori�ed God, 16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he
was a Samaritan. 17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where
are the nine? 18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this
stranger.

19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, Lord Christ.

Homily

Litany of Thanksgiving

Let us now give thanks to God for the many gifts so freely bestowed upon us.

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea.
We thank you, Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of
Christ,
We thank you, Lord.

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,
We thank you, Lord.
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For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
We thank you, Lord.

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you, Lord.

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in su�ering and faithful in
adversity,
We thank you, Lord.

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
We thank you, Lord.

For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
We thank you, Lord.

For peace in your church, and unity among your people,

We thank you, Lord.

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in
Christ Jesus our Lord;

To whom be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.

Amen.

And now, may the peace of God be with you always, even to the ending of the
age.

Holy Eucharist: The Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with you, and with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts to God, and give thanks to the Lord our God,

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life and light.

In creation, when there was nothing, your Spirit moved in chaos, and you spoke
and brought all that is into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and
waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and to walk in
your ways.

But we rebelled against you and wandered far away, often doing great wrong; and
yet, as a parent cares for children, you did not forget us. Time and again you
called us to live into the fullness of your love, yet we did not listen.

Therefore, to deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might
conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed
the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the
world to himself and to you, yet we did not heed his call to walk in love.
Then the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacri�ce of his
life, and to be glori�ed by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take,
eat: This is my Body, given for you. Do this in memory of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, my Blood of the new Covenant,
poured out for you. Do this in memory of me.”
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Now gathered at your table, near and far, O God of all creation, and remembering
Christ, cruci�ed and risen, we o�er to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacri�ce.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the earth and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every
language and people, to join in the song at the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to
you be honor, glory, and praise, world without end. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who

trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction

God of promise, you have prepared a feast for us.

Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

Post-Communion Prayer
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Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim
your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Hymn: O Jesus, crowned with all renown Hymnal 1982 #292

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.

The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.
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About This Service

This Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist is adapted from The Book of Common Prayer and
Enriching Our Worship 1. Scripture readings are from the Authorized Version (1611).
George Washington’s proclamation: “Thanksgiving Proclamation, 3 October 1789,”
Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-04-02-0091. [Original
source: The Papers of George Washington, Presidential Series, vol. 4, 8 September 1789 – 15
January 1790, ed. Dorothy Twohig. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1993,
pp. 131–132.]

Resources (available for free online)

Book of Common Prayer, www.bcponline.org

Enriching Our Worship 1,
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-1/enriching
ourworship1.pdf

Enriching Our Worship 2,
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-2/enrichin
gourworship2.pdf

The Revised Common Lectionary and Daily O�ce,
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/

Hymnal 1982: https://hymnary.org/hymnal/EH1982
Hymnal 1940: https://hymnary.org/hymnal/HPEC1940

The Episcopal Church: www.episcopalchurch.org
Episcopal News Service: www.episcopalnewsservice.org
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington: www.edow.org
St. Mark’s, Fairland: www.stmarks-silverspring.org
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A Prayer in Times of Sickness and Contagion

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health, source of all wisdom and peace: Comfort
and relieve your servants who su�er from sickness or fear, give your power of healing
to those who minister to their needs, and let your grace be with all those who work
to protect us from contagion and disease. May we be strengthened against any
weakness, sickness, fear, and doubt, and place our con�dence in your loving care
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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