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The Ascension of the Lord 
  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 
The People enter, maintaining physical distance.  

Prelude    
                  
Celebrant:  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the 

glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. Please 
rise. Our worship begins with the opening hymn. 

The Altar party processes as the Choristers lead the People in singing  

 
Opening Hymn: All hail the power of Jesus’ name       vss. 1,3,6        
                                                                                  Hymn #450 
 
1. All hail the power of Jesus' Name! 
    Let angels prostrate fall; 
    bring forth the royal diadem, 
    and crown him Lord of all! 
    bring forth the royal diadem, 
    and crown him Lord of all! 
 
3. Hail him, the Heir of David's line, 
    whom David Lord did call, 
    the God incarnate, Man divine, 
    and crown him Lord of all! 
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    the God incarnate, Man divine, 
    and crown him Lord of all! 
 
6. Let every kindred, every tribe, 
    on this terrestrial ball, 
    to him all majesty ascribe, 
    and crown him Lord of all! 
    to him all majesty ascribe, 
    and crown him Lord of all! 
 
Opening Rites and the Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
LEM:  Rejoice in the Lord, always; let all that lives, rejoice. 
Celebrant: Let the heavens and the earth ring with God’s  
                     blessings. 

People: For Christ is risen, risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Song of Praise      Canticle 13                   Hymnal S#236 
 
The Choristers lead the People as they sing: 
 
1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
 
2. Glory to you for the 
    radiance of your holy Name; 
    we will praise you and 
    highly exalt you for ever. 

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 
    on the throne of you majesty, glory to you. 

4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; 
    we will praise you and 
    highly exalt you for ever. 

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
    in the hight vault of heaven, 
    glory to you. 

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
    we will praise you and 
    highly exalt you for ever. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
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The Celebrant says the Collect. 

God unheld 
by word or wall; 
power of love 
beyond all lords of war: 
lift us from dullness 
and cynical contempt; 
make us ready for your Spirit 
of transforming fire; 
and turn our hearts 
to the mending of the world; 
through Jesus Christ, the name above all names.  Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                Acts 1:1-11 
 
1:1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning 
 
1:2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 
 
1:3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 
 
1:4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," 
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he said, "is what you have heard from me; 
 
1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
 
1:6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" 
 
1:7 He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. 
 
1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
 
1:9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
 
1:10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
 
1:11 They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day     Psalm 47      
The Choristers chant the Psalm 
 
47:1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud 
songs of joy. 
 
47:2 For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over 
all the earth. 
 
47:3 He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 
 
47:4 He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
Selah 
 
47:5 God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a 
trumpet. 
 
47:6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing 
praises. 
 
47:7 For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm. 
 
47:8 God is king over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. 
 
47:9 The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of 
Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly 
exalted. 
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The Second Lesson              Ephesians 1:15-23 
1:15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, and for this reason 
 
1:16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 
 
1:17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him, 
 
1:18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 
his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
 
1:19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
 
1:20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
 
1:21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. 
 
1:22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church,     
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1:23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Hymn: How bright appears the Morning Star vss. 1-2        
                                                                                      Hymnal # 497    
 1. How bright appears the Morning Star, 
    with mercy beaming from afar; 
    the host of heaven rejoices; 
    O righteous Branch, O Jesse's Rod! 
    Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 
    We, too, will lift our voices: 
    Jesus, Jesus! 
    Holy, holy, yet most lowly, 
    draw thou near us; 
    great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 
 

2. Though circled by the hosts on high, 
    he deigned to cast a pitying eye 
    upon his helpless creature; 
    the whole creation's Head and Lord, 
    by highest seraphim adored, 
    assumed our very nature; 
    Jesus, grant us, 
    through thy merit, to inherit 
    thy salvation; 
    hear, O hear our supplication. 
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The Gospel                               Luke 24:44-53 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  
Celebrant:       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:           Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 
24:44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you--that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 
 
24:45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
 
24:46 and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
 
24:47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
 
24:48 You are witnesses of these things. 
 
24:49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so 
stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high." 
 
24:50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his 
hands, he blessed them. 
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24:51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. 
 
24:52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy; 
 
24:53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
Celebrant:      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon: You are Witnesses 

   

The LEM leads the People as they say 

 
The Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
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    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Collects and Prayers of the People 

The Intercessor prays. In the silence after each bidding, the People may add their 
own petitions. 
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I ask your prayers for all God's people; for our bishops, our clergy, 
and this gathering, and for all ministers and people. Pray for the 
Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of 
God. Pray that they may seek, and pray that they might find. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially for Ruth Hazel, 
Oliver Broadman, and for all the victims of intolerance and war. 
Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for those on the prayer list of this parish, and 
those whose needs are known to you alone. 

Silence 

A Collect for Those in Service 

O Lord, God of hope and promise, you keep us as the apple of your 
eye and hold us in the palm of your hand. Be with those who serve 
this country at home and abroad, especially for those in the military 
and in harm’s way [, especially N.]. Guard them, guide them, preserve 
and protect them, that they may preserve the integrity of this nation 
and guard well the freedom of all people. Amen. 
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A Collect for Endurance  

O Lord, God of compassion and mercy, you know the fears and 
terrors we face, and the reasons that we face them. Be with those 
who are enduring loss, and those beset by grief, anxiety, self-doubt, 
and sorrow [, especially N.]. Sustain us with your spirit of compassion 
and love, and grant us the grace to love one another as you love us. 
Amen. 

A Collect for Nations in Distress 

O Almighty God, who brings good out of evil and calm in every 
storm, hear us this day as we remember those in Sri Lanka, 
Colombia, Ukraine, Haiti, and elsewhere [, including N.] who face 
injustice, terror, war, and civil strife. Pour your spirit upon those 
who rule, that they may rule with equity and justice, put an end to 
strife, and serve the common good; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.. 

The Peace 

The People stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
People:        And also with you.  

The Ministers and People greet one another in silence while keeping physical 
distance. 
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The Offertory Anthem    

 King of Glory, King of Peace  G. Herbert/K. Lee Scott 

 

The Deacon or Priest prepares the altar and sanctuary for the Eucharist.  

The Holy Eucharist: The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, holy Lord, giver of life and light. You fill us with 
your blessings, sustain us with your constant love, and have 
redeemed us in Christ Jesus who, after his resurrection, appeared to 
his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a 
place for us; that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with 
him in glory. 

Therefore we praise you, joining with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the host of heaven, who forever sing this hymn, to the glory 
of your Name, 
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Sanctus                                        Hymnal S#125 

The Choristers lead the People as they sing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
The Celebrant continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, maker of all things, judge of all who 
live. You made us in your image and to live in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care and bade us be faithful stewards 
of its bounty. But we honored not your gifts, misused your creation, 
abused one another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us. You called us into your promise, 
delivered us from bondage, sustained us in the wild, and sent 
prophets to bid us repent and return. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made 
human in Christ Jesus, to live as one of us, and to reveal your glory. 
Giving himself up to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil and 
opened for us the way of everlasting life. 

On the night before he died, as he sat at table with his friends, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread. Giving thanks to you, he broke it, and 
shared it with them, saying: 
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“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this in 
memory of me.” ‡ 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and shared 
it with them, saying: 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this in memory of me.” ‡ 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

The LEM leads the People as they say: 

 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

In that mystery we offer to you this bread and this wine, fruit of the 
vine and the work of human hands. May they become for us the 
Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. May we who share them 
be filled with that Holy Spirit to live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
May we come to the everlasting heritage of your children, and with 
the apostles and martyrs and all your saints, enter into the joys of 
your salvation. 
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, now and forever. 
AMEN. ‡‡ 

Now, as Christ taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                                               LEVAS #264 

The Choristers lead the People as they say or sing: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, and then keeps a period of silence.  

The Fraction Anthem                    Hymnal S#155 
The Choristers lead the People as they sing: 
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The People come to the Altar Rail to receive communion.1 

 

Communion Hymn: Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord          
                                                                     vss. 1-3, 7,8   Hymnal # 327 

1.  Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord, 
     and drink the holy Blood for you outpoured. 

2.  Saved by that Body and that holy Blood, 
     with souls refreshed, we render thanks to God. 

3.  Salvation's giver, Christ, the only Son, 
     by his dear cross and blood the victory won. 

7.  with heavenly bread he makes the hungry whole, 
     gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

                                                           
1 Note: For public health reasons, we commune in the bread only. The choristers remain 
in the choir loft and commune there. 
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8.  Alpha-Omega, unto whom shall bow 
     all nations at the Doom, is with us now. 

Let us pray.  The Celebrant prays 

Eternal God, holy Lord, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us 
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

Announcements 
 
(Please see announcements on page 23)  
 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Blessing  

The Celebrant says 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord be with you, this day and always, and give you peace.  
 
Withdrawal Hymn: Eternal Father, strong to save     Hymnal #  
                                                                                                  608                                                          
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1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 
    whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
    who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
    its own appointed limits keep: 
    O hear us when we cry to thee 
    for those in peril on the sea. 

2. O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
    and hushed their raging at thy word, 
    who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
    and calm amid its rage didst sleep: 
    O hear us when we cry to thee 
    for those in peril on the sea. 

3. Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
    upon the chaos dark and rude, 
    and bid its angry tumult cease, 
    and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
    O hear us when we cry to thee 
    for those in peril on the sea. 

4. O Trinity of love and power, 
    thy children shield in danger's hour; 
    from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
    protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
    thus evermore shall rise to thee 
    glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 
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   The LEM says 

      Let us go forth, in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

People:     Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

The Flowers on the altar today were given to the Glory of God and 
in loving memory of Gertrude Skinner Hopper, by Janis and 
Chuck Smith. 
 

 

Postlude 

*Our services and events may be live-streamed and/or recorded. By 
entering the service/event premises, you consent to photography, audio 

recording, video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or 
reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional purposes, 

advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church. * 

If you would prefer not to be shown on camera, please sit on the pulpit 
side of the nave, behind the videographers. 
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St. Mark’s Announcements 

1. At-Home Covid-19 Self-Test kits are available, free of charge, in the 
church office.   

a. There are 2 kits in each box; we will provide one box per 
person.  

b. Please contact Janis Smith, our Parish Administrator, if you 
would like a box of test kits. Contact number: 301-622-5860. 
 

2.   Please consider hosting Coffee Hour: volunteers are needed to   
      host coffee hour. The sign-up sheet is located on the wall beside the    
      coffee pot. Instructions on what needs to be done as a host is also  
      located on the clipboard.  
 
3.   Do you have a favorite hymn we haven’t sung for a while you would   
      like to sing? Or a hymn we sang this year you would like to sing again?  
     This summer we are starting what we hope will be a new musical      
     tradition for summer months at St. Mark’s. We will sing one of your  
     choices at the 10:30 service. It can be one from The Hymnal 1982 or  
     from the LEVAS supplement. Just let Don know. You can fill in the  
     form below and place it in the offering plate, give it to him after  
     church, or email him at donadrhague@gmail.com. Please feel free to  
     suggest a hymn whether you attend St. Mark’s in person, or via the  
     livestream.  

 
Hymn Name 
________________________________________________ 
Number in Hymnal 1982 or LEVAS, if known, 

______________________ 
(If you do not know the name just list the first few words.) 

Please check your e-letters and the website for the most up-to-date information. 

mailto:donadrhague@gmail.com
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fairland, MD 

12621 Old Columbia Pike 

Silver Spring, MD  20904 

office@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 1002 

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Wilkins, Rector 

rector@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 1001 

Janis Smith, Parish Administrator  

administrator@stmarks-silverspring.org  * 301-622-5860 ext. 1003 

Don Hague, Director of Music * Joyce Walker, Administrative Assistant 

Lee Mericle, Senior Warden 

Rosanne Tingley, Junior Warden 

For information about St. Mark’s, please visit our website:  

www.stmarksfairland.org  *  www.stmarks-silverspring.org  
 

We hope that today’s service has been a blessing to you.  

We are here to serve you, and hope to see you again. 

Please feel free to call us, email us, or visit us online. 

 

Cover Art: By Unknown author - Sacramentaire de Drogon, Metz. BNF lat 9428 page 71v., Public 
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1985948. This 
sacramentary, completed in A.D. 846 for the use of Drogo, bishop of Metz  and one of 
the sons of Charlemagne. Drogo was one of the most prominent patrons of the arts in 9th 
century Europe 
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