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Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

   Third Sunday in Lent 

 

The People enter, masked, and maintaining physical distance. Silence is kept. 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness      vss. 1,3       LEVAS #189     

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
    There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
    Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, 
    As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

    Refrain: 
    Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
    All I have needed thy hand hath provided, 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
    Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
    Blessings all mine with 10, 000 beside. [Refrain]       
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Opening Rites and the Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and always. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 
 
Living Mystery, 
whose way is not ours, 
whose name cannot be bought or sold: 
lead us from 
justice without compassion 
and sacrifice without mercy 
to a love which nurtures 
and a grace without price; 
through Jesus Christ, the true Bread. Amen. 
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Kyrie                      Hymnal # S95 

Led by a Chorister, all sing responsively: 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.     
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
 
The Old Testament Lesson                Isaiah 55:1-9 
 
55:1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have 
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. 
 
55:2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 
55:3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I 
will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love 
for David. 
 
55:4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 
commander for the peoples. 
 
55:5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations 
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that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
 
55:6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he 
is near; 
 
55:7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their 
thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 
55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my 
ways, says the LORD. 
 
55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day                                    Psalm 63:1-8 
The Cantor chants the Psalm 
 
63:1 O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my 
flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no 
water. 
 
63:2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your 
power and glory. 
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63:3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise 
you. 
 
63:4 So I will bless you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and 
call on your name. 
 
63:5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises 
you with joyful lips 
 
63:6 when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the 
watches of the night; 
 
63:7 for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I 
sing for joy. 
 
63:8 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 
 
The New Testament Lesson                    1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 
10:1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our 
ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 
 
10:2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
 
10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 
 
10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the 
spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
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10:5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they 
were struck down in the wilderness. 
 
10:6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might 
not desire evil as they did. 
 
10:7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, 
"The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play." 
 
10:8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 
 
10:9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by serpents. 
 
10:10 And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed 
by the destroyer. 
 
10:11 These things happened to them to serve as an example, and 
they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages 
have come. 
 
10:12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 
fall. 
 
10:13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. 
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that 
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you may be able to endure it. 
 
LEM:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gradual Hymn: Kind Maker of the world O hear    vss. 1-3    
                                                                                      Hymnal #152                                                                                                                                   
 
1. Kind Maker of the world, O hear 
    the fervent prayer,with manya tear 
    poured forth by all the   penitent 
    who keep this holy fast of Lent! 
 
2. Each heart is manifest to thee; 
    thou knowest our infirmity; 
    now we repent and seek thy face; 
    grant unto us thy pardoning grace. 
 
3. Spare us, O  Lord, who now confess 
    our sins and all our wickedness, 
    and, for the gloryof thy Name, 
    our weakend souls to health reclaim. 
 
The Gospel                              Luke 13:1-9 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
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Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

13:1 At that very time there were some present who told him about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
 
13:2 He asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans 
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 
 
13:3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they 
did. 
 
13:4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam 
fell on them--do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others living in Jerusalem? 
 
13:5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as 
they did." 
 
13:6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 
 
13:7 So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have 
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it 
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' 
 
13:8 He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 
around it and put manure on it. 
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13:9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut 
it down.'" 
 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon: Do You Think They Were Worse? 

 

The Creed 
 
Led by the LEM, the People say 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, the maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made human. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life  

of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 

The LEM or Reader says 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" (or 
"Kyrie eleison"). 

That Your Church may be filled with truth and love, and stand 
blameless before you at the day of your coming, Lord, have mercy. 
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That Your people may be one, and our witness to Your love be 
faithful, to the ends of the earth, Lord, have mercy. 

That those who have lost their faith or their way may find it by Your 
light, and follow it well, Lord, have mercy. 

That there may be peace among the nations, and respect and 
forbearance among all peoples, Lord, have mercy. 

That those in positions of public trust may speak truth, serve justice, 
and promote the dignity of every human being, Lord, have mercy. 

That we might use Your creation rightly, and free all people from 
hunger, malice, ignorance, and misery, Lord, have mercy. 

That all who are in flight from peril or suffering, in prison or in 
pain, or who suffer from illness, poverty, or persecution, may find 
safety, haven, and relief, Lord, have mercy. 

That this congregation, present and absent, may be delivered from 
hardness of heart, and show forth Your glory, Lord, have mercy 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we 
have injured or offended, Lord, have mercy. 

For the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit 
to amend our lives, Lord, have mercy. 
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For all who are commended to our prayers; for our families, friends, 
and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, 
peace, and health, Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died, be their faith known to us or to you alone, 
that, with all Your saints, they may have rest in that place where 
there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, Lord, have mercy. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of [the ever-blessed Mary, the Mother of 
God, [N.,] and] all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 
another, and all our life to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God. 

Silence 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect, or the following Doxology 

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

The People stand. 

Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

People:  And also with you.  
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The Ministers and People greet one another.1  
 
Choral Anthem:  There is a Balm in Gilead arr, Dawson 

 

The Deacon or Priest prepares the altar and sanctuary for the Eucharist. 
The People make ready their gifts of bread and wine. 

The Holy Eucharist: The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, holy Lord, creator of heaven and earth, because you 
gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit was made perfect flesh of the ever-blessèd Mary, his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 
receive power to become your children.  

 
1 Note: under disease-mitigation protocols, the People greet one another in silence 
and at physical distance, and there is no passing of plates or reception of gifts. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the host of heaven, who forever sing this hymn, to the glory of your 
Name, 

 
The Sanctus                                                    Hymnal #S130 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
The Celebrant continues 

And now, Father, redeemed by him and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Celebrant and People hold the elements in their various vessels.  
The Celebrant continues 

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, given for you. Do this in memory of me." ‡ 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this in memory of me." ‡ 
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Remembering his work of redemption, and offering this sacrifice 
of thanksgiving, 
 
People: We celebrate his death and resurrection as we await the day of his 
coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; God of Sarah, Hagar, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel; God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at 
work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name. 

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, O Lord, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your 
Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN. ‡‡ 

Now, as Christ taught us, we are bold to say,  

 
The People, led by the LEM, say                        
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, then keeps a period of silence.  

The People, led by the Choristers, sing: 

Fraction Anthem:  Christ our Passover            Hymnal # S164 

Jesus, Lamb of God: 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: 
give us your peace, 
give us your peace. 

 
While setting the table with the hosts, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The People consume their gifts in place, or do so after coming forward to receive a host, 

maintaining social distance.  
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Communion Hymn: What wondrous love is this     Hymn #439 
 
1.  What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
     What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
     What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
    to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
    to lay aside his crown for my soul! 
 
2. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 
    to God and to the Lamb I will sing. 
    To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM 
    while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
    while millions join the theme, I will sing! 
 
3. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
    and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 
    And when from death I'm free I'll sing and joyful be, 
    and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
    and through eternity I'll sing on!                                                                   
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray.  The Celebrant or LEM leads the People in the following prayer: 

Eternal God, holy Lord, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Now send us forth in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Announcements 

Announcements, if any, are made here. 

Blessing  

The Celebrant says 
 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord be with you, this day and always, and give you peace.  
 
 
Withdrawal Hymn: Lord dismiss us with thy blessing Hymnal # 344 
 

1.  Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; 
     fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
     let us each, thy love possessing, 
     triumph in redeeming grace: 
     O refresh us, O refresh us, 
     traveling through this wilderness. 

2. Thanks we give and adoration 
    for thy Gospel's joyful sound: 
    may the fruits of thy salvation 
    in our hearts and lives abound: 
    ever faithful, ever faithful 
    to thy truth may we be found; 
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3. so that when thy love shall call us, 
   Savior, from the world away, 
   fear of death shall not appall us, 
   glad thy summons to obey. 
   May we ever, may we ever 
   reign with thee in endless day.                                                       

The Celebrant, the LEM, and the People depart, maintaining physical distance. 

Dismissal 

The LEM says 

Let us go forth, in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

People:     Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 

 

Liturgical note: As the seasons of the church change, so does its pattern 
worship. During the season of Lent, for example, it is customary to not say 
or sing “Alleluia;” to replace the Gloria in excelsis (“Glory to God in the 
highest) with the Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy”); to recite The Lord’s Prayer in 
prayer together; and to set as the Eucharistic Prayer one that includes 
additional congregational responses, and calls to mind our foremothers and 
forefathers in God’s service. It also asks the Lord specifically to “open our 
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.” That is my prayer, 
particularly, during this season of war and tribulation. – Rev. Christopher  
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*Our services and events may be live-streamed and/or recorded. By 
entering the service/event premises, you consent to photography, audio 

recording, video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or 
reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional purposes, 

advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church. * 

 

If you would prefer not to be shown on camera, please sit on the pulpit 
side of the nave, behind the videographers. 
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fairland, MD 

12621 Old Columbia Pike 

Silver Spring, MD  20904 

office@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 1002 

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Wilkins, Rector 

rector@stmarks-silverspring.org * 301-622-5860 ext. 1001 

Janis Smith, Parish Administrator  

administrator@stmarks-silverspring.org  * 301-622-5860 ext. 1003 

Don Hague, Musical Director 

Joyce Walker, Administrative Assistant 

Lee Mericle, Senior Warden 

Rosanne Tingley, Junior Warden 

For information about St. Mark’s, please visit our website:  

www.stmarksfairland.org  *  www.stmarks-silverspring.org  
 

We hope that today’s service has been a blessing to you.  

We are here to serve you, and hope to see you again. 

Please feel free to call us, email us, or visit us online. 

 

Cover Art Photo: https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54307 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

