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Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 
The 2nd Sunday of Easter, April 11, 2021

The Celebrant and LEM stand, maintaining physical distance. There is no procession.

Organ Prelude: Awake and Sing

Opening Rites and the Collect of the Day

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
LEM: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

LEM: Rejoice in the Lord, always; let all that lives, rejoice.
Celebrant: Let the heavens and the earth ring with God’s blessings.
LEM: For Christ is risen, risen indeed. Alleluia!

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
LEM: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect.

Alpha and Omega,
our beginning and our end
you break through the locks
of gated communities
and hardened hearts;
accept our doubts,
heal our desire for certainty
and, by your spirit’s gentle touch,
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make us a people
forgiven and forgiving;
through Jesus Christ, the Giver of Peace.    Amen.

Opening Hymn: “Welcome happy morning!” The Hymnal 1982, 
#179

“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say:
Hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today!
Lo! The dead is living, God for evermore!
Him their true Creator, all his works adore!

“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.

Earth her joy confesses, clothing her for spring,
All fresh gifts returned with her returning King!
Bloom in every meadow, leaves on every bough,
Speak his sorrow ended, hail his triumph now.

“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.

Months in due succession, days of lengthening light,
Hours and passing moments praise thee in their flight.
Brightness of the morning, sky and fields and sea,
Vanquisher of darkness, bring their praise to thee.

“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.

The Lessons1

The First Lesson Acts 4:32--35

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 

1 The readings are from the Revised Common Lectionary. See: https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/.
The table for readings in Year B (Easter) may be found here: 
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/lections.php?year=B&season=Easter. 
Where two choices are given for readings, use the second one listed.

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/lections.php?year=B&season=Easter
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owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They 
laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Celebrant: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 133

1How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
2It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the 
beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.

3It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.
For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Second Lesson               1 John 1:1-2:2

1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this life was revealed, and we have seen 
it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father 
and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard 
so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that 
our joy may be complete.

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have 
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our 
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sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only 
but also for the sins of the whole world.

LEM: The Word of the Lord.
Celebrant: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn:  At the Lamb’s high feast, vv.1,4 The Hymnal 1982, 
#174

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing
praise to our victorious King,
who hath washed us in the tide
flowing from his piercéd side;
praise we him, whose love divine
gives his sacred Blood for wine,
gives his Body for the feast,
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.

Easter triumph, Easter joy,
these alone do sin destroy.
From sin’s power do thou set free
souls new-born, O Lord, in thee.
Hymns of glory, songs of praise,
Father, unto thee we raise:
risen Lord, all praise to thee
with the Spirit ever be.

The Gospel               John 20:19-31  
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

Celebrant:       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
LEM:               Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." 
But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to 
him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe."

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name.

Celebrant:      The Gospel of the Lord. 
LEM:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: Fear Not, Thomas – or Fear Not Thomas

Fear not, Thomas – or fear not Thomas, as long as the earth endures. This 

is a good reminder for us as people of faith, people of the church, and for 

anyone, like me, who from time to time manages to miss great events, turn 
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up absent when they ought to have been present. Can you imagine being 

the only one of Jesus’s friends and followers who, on the day he returned, 

was somewhere else? Missed the great reunion? Was not there to comfort 

those who mourn, or rejoice with those who learned they had great reason 

to cease their weeping? That would be sad, indeed. I’ve missed my train 

before, and once or twice come within minutes of missing my plane, and I 

can tell you that there is no joy in being left behind, or in finding that one 

has managed to leave oneself behind. The reasons you weren’t there 

never seem to matter so much as the fact that you simply weren’t. 

As those of you who’ve heard me preach have often heard me say, 

Thomas was not some fly-by-night, fare-thee-well, fair-weather friend and 

follower of Jesus, but quite the opposite. His name in Greek, Didymus, from 

which we get “Thomas,” is often translated as “The Twin.” Twin of what? Of 

whom? It is told that he gets this name because he was more like Jesus 

than anyone else, more even than Jesus’s own brothers and sisters, whom 

he never mentions except to reject by the way. Jesus and Thomas had 

what you find in a great friendship: the ability to understand each other’s 

mind and heart, moods and ways, to anticipate how their sentences will 

end and also to remember never to finish them for them, knowing another 

person, and having them know you, far more deeply and honestly than 

you’d ever imagine possible. Some people who are twins and triplets have 

told me that it can be like that: one just knows what the other is feeling, 

thinking, wanting. Thomas and Jesus of Nazareth had that kind of 

closeness.

So where was he, Thomas, that first day of the week, when they all 

gathered to mourn him? Why was he not with them?
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The short answer is that we don’t know. My guess is that Thomas was so 

full of grief that the death, the murder of his friend, his teacher, his rabbi, 

his Messiah, his twin, that he could not bear to be anywhere after that but 

alone. We know that Judas, the apostle who betrays Jesus to the 

authorities who then have him killed, could not bear anyone else’s 

company, and could not even bear to live any more, so mad was he at 

what he had done. Thomas, also, I suspect, could not bear to be with 

anyone as he agonized through the stages of grief at an unimaginable loss, 

as though part of him had been destroyed.

Yet as even the darkest night finds its dawn. Thomas found his way back to 

the company of his friends, the other apostles and followers of Jesus. 

When he did, they told him something unimaginable, so incredible, that he 

must’ve looked at them as though they were insane, deluded, even crazed. 

Perhaps, he thought, their way of being in grief was to not be able to accept 

that Jesus had died, believing instead the impossible. So he said to them 

what anyone in his shoes and his condition would say: “Look, fellas: until I 

put my hands in the wounds on his hands, and feel the wound on his side, 

no way. No way.” If you’da been there, if you’da seen them, I betcha you 

woulda done the same. I know I would have – not out of a doubt that 

signals a lack of faith, but a doubt that what is not possible could ever be. 

Come on, guys, you can hear him saying. I miss him as much as you do, 

maybe even more. But he is not coming back. That’s not the way this 

works. Keep talking like this and you’ll never get over it, never live in 

anything but wishful delusions. Come on. 

Yet as the story comes down to us, once Jesus appears again, Thomas 

wastes no time in doing what he said he would do: touching the hands that 
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had been struck with nails, putting his hand in the side that had been 

pierced by the spear. He knows instantly that what he saw, what he heard, 

what he felt, was real. Indeed, the impossible had happened – sort of, 

somehow. His friend, his rabbi, his Messiah, his Twin, had returned. Sure, 

he could walk through walls now, and appear wherever he wanted to 

without having opened a door or a window, but there he was, once again, 

wounds and all. Hope, as he has seen it in the eyes and heard it from the 

lips of his other friends, had indeed been rekindled. Love was again come 

into the world. Death had not destroyed it. The wicked had not the final 

victory. The sting of the grave had been pulled, or at least lost its venom. 

“My Lord,” he said, “and my God” – as would we, if we had been there.

But Thomas’s doubt of the impossible was not a sign of weakness, but 

intelligence. It is not a sign of doubt in a bad way, but a sign of 

understanding of what is, even though it contains an openness to what can 

be. In that spirit, I urge us to take the story of Thomas as of one of whom 

we should not be afraid, and of whose doubt we would do well to partake 

whenever the impossible is set before us. We should ask to know with our 

eyes and our ears, with what we can feel and know and sense and 

replicate according to the scientific method, but being willing to accept what 

our senses tell us, and have faith that the hope we can feel is real.

This is the 2nd Thomas Sunday that found us, or at least all of you watching 

or listening, still (!) home in quarantine. It is the 2nd annual reminder that we 

are creatures of a world that existed long before we did, and will exist long 

after we do. We have, by God’s mysterious grace, the gift of life, as do all 

other things that live. Much of what remains of what lived before is part and 

parcel of our world as well, in the fuels we burn, and in the things out of 



Please take this program with you when you leave. Do not leave it in the church.                              
9

which we make our homes, and the things we consume in order to stay 

alive. That cycle of life, as far as I can tell, precedes us and will outlast us 

and is, one imagines, present in other parts of God’s creation, the cosmos, 

in ways that would be as unfathomable to us, as unimaginable to us, as 

what Thomas felt when he heard the first time of the risen Lord, and then 

again when he saw him with his own eyes. 

But even though life goes on, much of it good and some of it quite 

detrimental to us, we know that we have the power to heal, to help, or to 

destroy the creation as we know it. We can, as people, make the world a 

better place, using its resources rightly to the benefit of all, or exploit them 

selfishly for the benefit of the few and to the ruin of all. We know deep 

down in our hearts that humans, uniquely, have the power to reshape our 

environment and our world any way we can think of, for either the good or 

the harm of all that is. We know that the choice to do what is right and good 

and for the good of all sometimes come at a cost. But no greater cost could 

there be than to continue to waste and damage what was not ours to throw 

away in the first place, and what our children and grandchildren will need in 

order to thrive in the world God made them, and us, to live in in grace, in 

abundance, and in his glory.

Let us look with the eyes of a Thomas who understands the difference 

between truth and lie, right and wrong, between what is and what cannot 

be, and in all hope and with all faith and with all knowledge before us, make 

of the world the paradise God meant it to be, and not the hell it can so 

easily become when we selfishly, greedily, cruelly, and short-sightedly, 

exploit, ruin, and destroy. May we and all who dwell on this earth have the 

faith to make it whole, to heal the hurts we’ve done to it, and to live in it as 
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responsible stewards of creation and servants of a loving God who also 

was before we were, and will be when our time ends.

May the blessings of Easter continue to be with you. May you continue to 

be healed and whole, safe and sound, in God’s great glory, in the world he 

died to save and rose to set free. Stay healthy and be healed from all that 

ails you, and may we gather again to worship as one in prayer and song 

soon. Soon. Amen.

There is no passing of plates or reception of gifts. 
The Deacon or Priest prepares the altar and sanctuary for the Eucharist. 
The People make ready their gifts of bread and wine. The LEM continues

The Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God, begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
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    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

The LEM prays. In the silence after each bidding, the People offer their prayers without 
speaking.

I ask your prayers for all God's people; for our bishops, our clergy, and this 
gathering, and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-
being of all. Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those 
in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God.
Pray that they may seek, and pray that they might find.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed [especially N.N.]. Pray for those who have 
died.

Silence

I ask your prayers for those on the prayer list of this parish, and those whose 
needs are known to you alone.

Silence
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The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.

The Peace

The People stand.

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you,
LEM:         And also with you. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in silence while keeping physical distance.

The Holy Eucharist: The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
LEM: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
LEM: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
LEM: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, holy Lord, giver of life and light. You fill us with your blessings and feed 
us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Christ Jesus, renewed 
us in your Spirit, and brought us into everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
host of heaven, who forever sing this hymn, to the glory of your Name,

The LEM says or sings:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues
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Blessed are you, gracious God, maker of all things, judge of all who live. You 
made us in your image and to live in your infinite love. You gave the world into 
our care and bade us be faithful stewards of its bounty. But we honored not 
your gifts, misused your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.

Yet you never ceased to care for us. You called us into your promise, 
delivered us from bondage, sustained us in the wild, and sent prophets to bid 
us repent and return.

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made human in 
Christ Jesus, to live as one of us, and to reveal your glory. Giving himself up 
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil and opened for us the way of 
everlasting life.

On the night before he died, as he sat at table with his friends, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread. Giving thanks to you, he broke it, and shared it with them, 
saying:

“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and shared it with 
them, saying:

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, poured out for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in 
memory of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

The LEM says

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

In that mystery we offer to you this bread and this wine, fruit of the vine and 
the work of human hands. May they become for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. May we who share them be filled with that Holy Spirit to 
live as Christ’s Body in the world. May we come to the everlasting heritage of 
your children, and with the apostles and martyrs and all your saints, enter into 
the joys of your salvation.
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor, glory, and praise, now and forever. AMEN.

Now, as Christ taught us, we are bold to say,

The LEM prays

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, and then keeps a period of silence. The 

Celebrant continues

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

LEM: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The People consume their gifts. After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.  The Celebrant prays

Eternal God, holy Lord, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
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and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal

The Celebrant says

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord be with you, this day and always, and give you peace. 

The LEM says

Let us go forth, in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Withdrawal Hymn:  O praise ye the Lord, vv.1-3          The 
Hymnal 1982, #432

O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height;
rejoice in his word, ye angels of light;
ye heavens, adore him by whom ye were made,
and worship before him, in brightness arrayed.

O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon earth,
in tuneful accord, all ye of new birth;
praise him who hath brought you his grace from above,
praise him who hath taught you to sing of his love.

O praise ye the Lord! All things that give sound;
each jubilant chord re-echo around;
loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone,
and sweet harp, the story of what he hath done.

The Celebrant, the LEM, and the People depart, maintaining physical distance.
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We hope that today’s service has been a blessing to you. 

We are here to serve you, and hope to see you again.

Please feel free to call us, email us, or visit us online.
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