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St. Mark’s SnapShot

Rev. Dr. Christopher I. Wilkins is Now 
The Fifth Rector of St. Mark’s, Fairland! 

Welcome to St. 
Mark’s Fairland! 

Worshipping Safely in Person 
8:00 AM – Rite I with Eucharist 

10:30 AM – Rite II with Music 
 and Eucharist 

Safety Precautions  
Masks are required for everyone over the 
age of 2, even when reading or preaching 
from the sanctuary, lectern or pulpit, or 
when singing in the choir loft. Every other 
pew will be left empty.  Physical distancing 
of 6ft between unrelated people or 
groups is encouraged. Offering plates are 
not passed, but envelopes, cash and 
checks may be placed in the collection 
plate on the altar railing.  

Communion will be conducted as follows: 
worshipers will come forward one at a 
time and retrieve consecrated hosts from 
a cloth-lined table at the crossing in front 
of the altar.  No wine will be shared. 

Worshipping Virtually 
For those not attending in-person, the 
10:30 service is live-streamed and 
recorded. Service resources are available 
online at: 
 https://stmarks-
silverspring.org/wordpress/worship-
services. 

Winter Weather? 

If the forecast for a Sunday morning’s 
weather doesn’t look bright, if it has been 
snowing, or if freezing and sleet suggest 
that more than God’s grace may be 
needed to get us all safely to church, 
please  check the WTOP closings website 
at https://wtop.com/closings-and-delays/ 
or listen to WTOP 103.5 on FM radio.  We 
will try to make any closing decisions by 
6:30am and send the news to WTOP.  Any 
closing or delay notice will also be posted 
on St. Mark’s website and sign board. 

2022 Annual Meeting 
Theme: “God’s Love in Times of Blessing and Challenge” 

This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 13, 2022, at 
11:30am in the Parish Hall.  The meeting will be a hybrid meeting, and a Zoom link 
will be sent to parishioners before the meeting, along with information on how 
to participate and vote on nominees to the Vestry, as well as proposed updates 
to our bylaws.  Do we have your email address?  If you don’t receive emails from 
St. Mark’s please send your email address to office@stmarks-silverspring.org. 

 

We are overjoyed to share the news that the Vestry’s 
call of Rev. Dr. Christopher I. Wilkins to become the 
fifth rector of St. Mark’s, Fairland was approved by 
Bishop Mariann Budde, effective January 1, 2022. 
Rev. Wilkins joined us as Priest-in-Charge in February 
of 2020 – right before the start of the pandemic – and 
has blessed our parish with his spiritual gifts 
(including a strong singing voice), his wisdom, wit 
and compassion.    

Upon acceptance of this call, Rev. Wilkins said, “it is 
a joy to serve you in it, as the seeds we’ve planted 
with me as your priest-in-charge send up their first, 
if tender, shoots.”  We invite you to join us as we 
continue to grow together as a community of faith. 

Bell Dedication 

We gathered in front of the belfry after the 10:30am service on a blustery December day to 
bless the St. Mark’s bell installation and dedicate it to “The Men and Women of St. Mark’s on 
Whose Shoulders This Church Was Built and Sustained.” These words are inscribed on the 
new brass plaque on the left of the belfry. Joining us for the ceremony were the designer and 
builder of the installation.  St. Mark's is grateful to parishioner Laura Robey, for her vision and 
commitment to this project.
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              St. Mark’s SnapShot What's Happening at 
Mark’s Fairland? 

St. Mark’s Fellowship Committee met last 
month and made plans for 2022 activities 
and events.  Additional information will be 
announced as we grow closer to each 
date.  We will also monitor the news for 
information on the pandemic and 
postpone or cancel events if they cannot 
be conducted safely in-person.   

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, February 13, 2022 
* St. Mark’s Annual Meeting *

Friday, April 8, 2022 
Fish Fry Fundraiser 

Sunday, April 17, 2022 
Easter Sunday Breakfast 
Saturday, July 30, 2022 
Annual Parish Picnic 

Saturday, October 1, 2022 
Fall Dinner Dance 

Saturday, December 4, 2022 
Advent Dinner 

Thank You to St. Mark’s Angels! 
Thanks to the kindness and generosity of 
St. Mark’s parishioners, we were able to 
provide Christmas presents, gift cards and 
grocery cards to four families from the 
Paint Branch High School community. St. 
Mark’s also helped three other families 
purchase food and other grocery items at 
Thanksgiving.  Without support from St. 
Mark’s, observing the holidays would 
have been difficult (or in some cases 
impossible) for these families.  YOU MADE 
A DIFFERENCE! 

We Need YOUR Help! 
We would like to make the St. Mark’s SnapShot a regular monthly newsletter, but we can 
only do this with support from the congregation.  Please send in your photos.  Submit your 
story ideas, or write a brief article about the work of one of our ministry areas. Share a bit 
of St. Mark’s history that may not be known to everyone. Send in an announcement. 
Volunteer to be editor for a month, with help!  We want your input and feedback and look 
forward to hearing from you at administrator@stmarks-silverspring.org. 

COVID-19 Resources
VAS, in partnership with Giant Pharmacy, will be offering COVID rapid testing, Pfizer and 
Moderna COVID vaccinations, and flu shots every Monday from 10am to 2pm, starting January 
24th.  These services will be available in the classroom in St. Mark's Parish Hall, 12621 Old 
Columbia Pike, Silver Spring MD 20904.  Walk-ins are welcome and services are FREE OF CHARGE.
Have you had close contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19?  Or, do you 
have symptoms?  Even if you are fully vaccinated, you may be vulnerable to the highly 
contagious omicron variant.  If you're not comfortable with having another person do your 
nasal swab, COVID-19 rapid antigen test can be done at home, with results generated in 
15-30 minutes.  Test kits have been very hard to find, but four kits per household can be
ordered from the federal government at covidtests.gov.  Also, the County Department of
Health and Human Services began distributing kits free to county residents at public libraries
on Monday, January 10th.  For more information, go to www.MoCoCOVIDTesting.org.

St. Mark’s tenant, Vietnamese American Services (VAS), hosts a weekly Seniors Club in the 
Parish Hall and provides access to affordable health care resources, food distribution and other 
services.  Although VAS was established to serve the local Vietnamese population, services 
they provide at St. Mark’s, Fairland are available to our congregation and all area residents, 
regardless of their national origin or religious affiliation. Montgomery County Council 
President Thomas Hucker visited the VAS Seniors Club on December 23, 2021.  Rev. Wilkins 
and Parish Administrator Janis Smith attended. For more information about VAS and the 
services they provide, call the church office at 301-622-5860. 

Thank You for Your 2022 Pledge!
The Vestry, Staff and Financial Oversight 
Committee deeply appreciate all gifts in 
support of the work we do to serve the parish 
and our community.  It's not too late to 
pledge!  Information is available at https://
stmarks-silverspring.org/wordpress/pledge/.

http://www.mococovidtesting.org/
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